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SOUTH OAXOTA COMMUNITIES*: 











































































































































•Ellsworth COP - No Poverty Data. 
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SOUTH DAKOTA POVERTY DATA 
1980 
by Dr. Jim Satterlee and Jennifer Reinbrecht 
Department of Rural Sociology 
Census Data Center 
This compilation of data represents 
the most recent comprehensive assess­
ment of poverty at the state, county 
and conununity levels available to data 
users. The data were collected as a 
part of the 1980 Census of Population:*" 
While adjustments have taken place 
since then in the definitions and eli­
gibility requirements for poverty, no 
national or state surveys have been 
conducted to determine the extensive­
ness of poverty under such guidelines. 
Poverty status is determined by 
comparing the income of the person or 
family with an appropriate figure in 
a series of income levels established 
by the federal Social Security Admin­
istration and adjusted annually in ac­
cordance with changes in the Consumer 
Price Index (CPI). This index is 
based on the Department of Agricul­
ture's Economy Food Plan and reflects 
the different consumption requirements 
dependent upon family size, composi­
tion, and age of household head. The 
guidelines utilized in the 1980 Census 
of Population to determine the eligi­
bility for poverty status were as fol­
lows :V 
Table I. Thresholds at the Poverty Level in 1979
+ by Size of Family and Number of 
Related Children Under 18 Years Old. 
Wei.ghted Related Children Under 18 Years 
Size of Family Unit Average 8 or 
Thresholds None 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 More 
1 person $ 3,68n 
Under 65 years 3, 774 $3,774 
65 years and over 3,479 3,479 
2 persons 4,723 
Householder under 
65 years 4,876 4,858 $5,000 
Householder 65 
years and over 4,389 4,385 4,981 
3 persons 5,787 5,674 5,839 $5,844 
4 persons 7,412 7,482 7,605 7,356 $7,382 
5 persons 8,776 9,023 9,154 8,874 $8,657 $8,525 
6 persons 9,915 10,378 10,419 10,205 9,999 9,693 $9,512 
7 persons 11,237 11,941 12,016 11,759 11, 580 11, 246 10,857 $10,429 
8 persons 12,484 13,356 13,473 13, 231 13,018 12, 717 12,334 11,936 $11,835 
9 persons or more 14,812 16,066 16,144 15,929 15,749 15,453 15,046 14,677 14,586 $14,024 
+Last year of complete yearly income before the 1980 Census, April t, 1980. 
HR: Household. 
HRH: Household Head. 
F: Family. 
DEFINITIONS 
Urban: defined as those persons residing in communities 
of 2500 population or more. 
Rural: defined as persons residing in incorporated 
�nununities of under 2500 population and on open 
country farms. 
Income: defined as money income received in 1979 for 
� persons 15 years old a,,d over from t.ages, sal­
aries, nonfarm self-employment, farm self-employnent, 
iQterest, dividends, net rentals, social security, 
and public assistance. This excludes persons living 
in group quarters (students in dormitories, inmates, 
and military personnel in barracks) .. 
FOOTNOTES 
*Income data necessary for determination of poverty 
scatus is collected on a 20% sample basis (16 2/3 of 
all HH's except in communities of under 2500 popula­
tion where a 50% sample is taken. Together these two 
sampling approaches produced a 20% sample). 
v'Because poverty levels established by these guide­
lines do not meet all the program needs of various 
federal and local government agencies, variations of 
the 1980 poverty level (below 75%, 75-125%, 125-150%, 
and 150-199%) are available upon request from the Data 
Center. 
Published in accordance with an Act passed in 1881 by the 14th Legislative Assembly, Dakota Territory, establishing the Dakota Agriculture College and with the Act of re-organization passed 
in 1887 by the 17th legislative Assembly, which established the Agricultural Experiment Station at South Dakota State University 
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